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From the CEO and the Chair

When the pandemic hit, we were forced 
to suspend all programs at a time when 
our members needed us most. It was 
heartbreaking. So we quickly switched gears. 

Our staff embraced the virtual world. Within a 
month, we launched Zoom-based programs. 
Today, CAN runs 16 virtual programs, keeping 
participants active and engaged, while 
remaining safe at home. Similarly, our Training 
and Community Engagement team has taken 
workshops online. With the support of like-
minded organizations, we have reached 
community members across the globe in 
2020.

We are overjoyed with our newfound 
success in the online environment. But like 
we’ve seen throughout our 13-year history, 
nothing compares to the joy of seeing CAN 
participants succeed in our programs face to 
face. In August, we successfully reintroduced 
in-person programs. With strict health 
protocols in place, we are on pace for a return 
to pre-COVID numbers by summer 2021. 

Lastly, at a time when most non-profits 
experienced a decrease in capacity, CAN 
rapidly expanded our employment services. 
With government funding, we launched four 
new initiatives to support autistic job seekers, 
inclusive employers and service agencies. 

Our impact has never been possible without 
great support. We were fortunate to have 
two major fundraisers take place pre-COVID. 
Together, the CAN Pro-Am, presented by 
Hudson Pacific Properties, and the REVEAL 
Gala, presented by BMO, brought in a 
combined $1.6 million.

Like most non-profits in Canada, Canucks Autism 
Network (CAN) was faced with countless challenges 
in 2020. But with challenge comes resiliency. 
Our team was pushed to new levels of creativity, 
innovation and devotion for the cause. It is with 
great pride that we report our impact has not only 
continued, but grown in 2020. 

Beyond these events, our supporters showed 
just how much they believe in our work – 
donations from individuals and corporations 
exceeded all expectations. In particular, the 
Canucks for Kids Fund’s ongoing contributions 
were bolstered by a 50/50 Super Jackpot that 
surpassed $1 million. Our endless gratitude goes 
out to our entire community of support. 

2020 forced CAN to navigate more change and 
uncertainty than ever before. But this past year 
has proved that resilience, hope and passion for 
a worthwhile cause can overcome anything. 

We intend to come out of the pandemic with 
even more opportunities for our members to be 
understood, accepted and supported where they 
live. Until then, know that our commitment to the 
entire CAN community is stronger than ever.

Britt Andersen 
CEO

William L. Macdonald
Board Chair
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Navigating 
Change 
Together
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Training & 
Community
Engagement

To conclude the thoughtful discussion on 
inclusivity in nature, training attendees each 
shared one phrase that summed up their 
training on building capacity in the great 
outdoors. 

TRAINING & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | PARTNERSHIPS
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Thank You to Our Partners
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CAN Pro-Am

"This weekend 
was the closest 
I will ever get to 
feeling like a pro 
hockey player. 
It was my dream 
to be in the NHL 
and I felt like I 
got the VIP NHL 
experience. It 
almost left me 
in tears and it's 
a weekend I will 
never forget!"

Presented by Hudson Pacific 
Properties, the second CAN Pro-Am 
was a hockey dream come true for 
amateur rec players. After months of 
fundraising, 19 teams came together 
for a weekend with NHL Alumni, 
raising over $675,000 for Canucks 
Autism Network. 

The weekend kicked off with a 
Hotstove Luncheon, featuring panels 
with Daniel and Henrik Sedin, Todd 
Bertuzzi, Brendan Morrison, and 
Brad May. 

The Odlum Brown Bulls took the 
CANley Cup again this year, topping 
the fundraising standings and 
earning the right to draft Bertuzzi 
first overall. Over the course of the 
next two days, all 19 teams hit the ice 
at UBC -- each with an NHL Alumni 
on their roster.

It was a weekend that clearly 
demonstrated the transformative 
power of sport. Because when the 
last buzzer sounded, the biggest 
winners were ultimately the 
thousands of CAN participants who 
have benefited from the charity 
event.

Participating NHL alumni:
Cliff Ronning, Kyle Wellwood, Mason 
Raymond, Andrew Cassels, Geoff Courtnall, 
Brad May, Taylor Pyatt, Dave Babych, 
Josh Gorges, Todd Bertuzzi, Chris Higgins, 
Brendan Morrison, Daniel Sedin, Henrik 
Sedin, Kirk McLean, Scott Hannan, Matt 
Pettinger, Aaron Volpatti, Corey Hirsch, 
David Jones

2322

2020 CANUCKS AUTISM NETWORK ANNUAL REPORT 

 



24

2020 CANUCKS AUTISM NETWORK ANNUAL REPORT 

 



26

Sources of Revenue
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HALL OF FAME $100K-999K

ALL STARS $50K-99K

MVPS $10K-$49,999K
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Thank you for your ongoing 
support of individuals on the 
autism spectrum and their 
families in BC


